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must certainly prevent it from becoming a great power. Above all, we must not be permitted to have a fleet. I go to Mrs. Montague's, where I pass the evening."
"After dinner [May ioth] I go to the House of Commons, and there I hear the close of Fox's speech, together with the able refutation of it by Pitt. He has the advantage in argument greatly, thanks to the French Directory, and also to ill-judged measures and unfounded principles of his opponents."
"This morning [May i?th] I walk out to Kensington, and call on Madame de Graave, who tells me of an intended marriage between Madame de Flahaut and M. de Souza ; also of a coldness between him and her respecting the Duke of Orleans. I presume that he has been un feu mysttrieux, and she un peit. ttgbre ci, cet tgard. He is a little compromised, it seems, in Walkier's bankruptcy. Dine at Lord Breadalbane's, where is a Mr. McLeod, a man of much interesting anecdote, which rumbles on in a Scotch accent badly concealed. He tries to talk English, and thinks he succeeds. Puisignieu described to me, with a kind of horror, the uncouth manners of two young men fresh from France, their irreverence, etc. Mr. Clavering, who dined at Lord Breadalbane's, mentioned circumstances in the marriage of the Prince of Wales which show that a story I heard of their extreme disunion is not unfounded."
"Dine [May 2ist] with Mrs. Vassal, and pass the evening there. Her son-in-law, Sir Godfrey something Webster,* is here, whose lady is on her route from Italy, accompanied by Lord Holland. Monsieur le mari seems quite unsuspicious and unconcerned. A very large party at cards."
*Lady Webster, afterward divorced from Sir Godfrey, becarnl the wife of Lord Holland, and was the friend of Sydney Smith, of Macaulay, and of a dozen others of the distinguished men of the early part of this century, and for many years the presiding genius df Holland House.n essay on the genius and writings of Shakespeare. She died in 1800,    [December i4th], tells me that the French have made a
